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CHAMBER DAY 2023 — IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL OPTIONS

Let’s start with this: Chamber Day 2023 is Wednesday, May 3.

And then there’s this: Can we top the 2022 record-setting total of $181,4207?? (We certainly can’t
if you don’t pitch in to help.)

As COVID hopefully has settled down to manageable levels, we are pleased to announce that
we’re again live and in-person this year, both for Chamber Day on the dive boats and for Chamber
Evening at the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach. But, because we realize some of you are
still not comfortable attending these types events in-person, we’ve got virtual options as well.

It’s important to remind that you even through the height of the pandemic, your Chamber
remained open and operational. So while other businesses may have been able to cut expenses
during this pandemic, that’s NOT the case with your Chamber. Our expenses generally stayed the
same as they would have in a normal year, so YOUR support is still vital.

It’s also important to remind you that every dollar raised from this event goes directly towards
funding our Chamber for the coming year. Our Chamber relies on our diving community for
roughly 50% of the annual operating funds. Chamber Day is not only a vital fund-raiser for our
Chamber, but is also the largest single-day scuba charity event in the U.S. and we’re hoping you’ll
help us make this one another resounding success.

Read on to see what we have planned for 2023:



CHAMBER DAY
Once again, we want to take you
diving and walking.

We’ve got seven boats ready to
plop you into underwater SoCal
on May 3. In alphabetical order
they are: Cee Ray, Explorer, Giant
Stride, Pacific Moon, Pacific Star,
Sundiver, and Sundiver Express.
We plan to run most of the boats
again with somewhat limited loads
(roughly 80% of normal diving
capacity — and who doesn’t like a
less-crowded boat?) as a mitiga-
tion measure. But this also means
we don’thave as many spots avail-
able as we normally do. The num-
ber this year will be around 120
boat diver spots.

All of our May 3 boats will do two
dives as well as a walking tour of
our Chamber. Some boats will do
the tour first and then dive. Others
will do their dives and then come
in for the tour. All participating
divers will receive a Chamber Day
2023 t-shirt, ten daytime raffle tick-
ets, food and an airfill on the boat,
and a walking tour of our Chamber
facilities, which will include a
chance to talk with various rescue
and first-responders. The cost this
year is again $150 total, which
breaks down as $115 going to the
event and $35 going back to the
boats to cover their food and airfill
costs. (This is the same as last
year.) Generally boats will leave
their respective docks at 7AM and
return no later than 5:30PM.

THE FLYING DUTCHMAN -
FOR THOSE WHO CAN’T
TAKE THE DAY OFF

We know not everyone can play
hooky on a Wednesday and go
diving. We also know that some of
you simply don’t like diving cold
water anymore. And that’s why

we’ve got the Flying Dutchman,
our mythical boat that lets you
“dive” Chamber Day without ac-
tually having to take off work or
go in the water. And we’re holding
the price for the Dutchman at $95.
You’ll get the unique Flying
Dutchman t-shirt (only available
to those who sign up for the Dutch-
man) along with 10 daytime raffle
tickets as well as a ticket for the
“on-board” boat raffle as well.
When you sign up, give us your
“pirate” name and also indicate
your regular shop/club affiliation
(we’ll postarunning tally —there’s
also an “unaffiliated” option) and
you’re good to go.

CHAMBER CHALLENGE
This is amajor factor in our record-
setting total from last year as the
Challenge exceeded $100,000 for
the second year in a row. Can we
do it again? We can with your
help. Every Challenge donation —
big, small, and in-between —makes
a difference. Companies that offer
matching grants help increase the
value of your contribution. Please
contribute whatever you can. We
absolutely appreciate —and need —
the help.

CHAMBER EVENING - LIVE
AND IN-PERSON AT THE

AQUARIUM OF THE PACIFIC
We are delighted to invite you
again to join us in-person at the
fabulous Aquarium of the Pacific
in Long Beach for Chamber
Evening. (There’s a virtual option
too. More on that in a moment.)
The date is also Wednesday, May
3, and the Aquarium doors will
open at 7PM. Last year we limited
attendance to 300 people (30 tables
of 10 - in previous years, we’ve
had as many as 450) and since
everyone seemed to enjoy having
alittle more room than usual, we’re
doing that same limit again this
year.

As with last year, the cost of a seat
will still be $150 (the same as the
total price for the Daytime por-
tion). For those in attendance,
you’ll have a chance to wander
around and explore the Aquarium
from 7-8PM. We’re working on
another fabulous feast that will
start a little after 8PM. You’ll also
get five evening raffle tickets and
you’ll have an opportunity to buy
more at the Aquarium. We’ll have
interesting and different Blind Bid
items available as well. Our pro-
gram of raffle prizes and recogni-
tions starts a little after 9PM, and
we’ll send you home around
10:15PM.

2023 DIVING VACATIONS

April 8-15 * Bonaire
July 10-23 & 21-8/2 » Yap
August 19-26 - Isla Mujeres
November 15-29 « Maldives




Speaking of prizes, would anyone
like to win a week of diving with
the fine folks at Manta Ray Bay in
Yap in Micronesia??? Because
that’s what our Grand Prize is this
year and ONLY people who at-
tend Chamber Evening (or sign up
for the virtual version) will have
their names in the hopper with a
chance to score this wonderful dive
experience. Note that you must be
present to win (except for virtual
attendees).

CHAMBER EVENING V.G.D.
(VERY GENEROUS DIVER)
If you’d like to enhance your
evening experience, sign up for
the V.G.D. package as an add-on
to your Chamber Eve ticket. For
an extra $75, you’ll get early ac-
cess to the Aquarium (starting at
5PM), 10 extra raffle tickets, 2
extra Grand Prize tickets (Yap is
calling yourname), a Chamber Eve
t-shirt, a private outside lounge
area (Harbor Terrace Veranda)
with appetizers, complimentary
soft drinks, and a cash bar for alco-
hol. We limit this to roughly 75
people so if you’re interested in
getting the ultimate Chamber Eve
experience, make sure you get the
V.G.D. package.

But if you’d rather stay home . . .

THE VIRTUAL CHAMBER
EVENING - TAKE THE
WORRY OUT OF BEING
CLOSE

As we have done for the past two
years, we’re offering a virtual ver-
sion of Chamber Evening. This is
perfect for those of you who either
can’t spend the evening in Long
Beach or who still aren’t comfort-
able with this type of an indoor
event. As we did last year, we’ve
got sponsored tables as well. (Some
organizations have both an in-per-

UPCOMING LOCAL DIVES & CLASSES

DAY DATE BOAT/SITE PLANNED DESTINATION PRICE
Wed. Mar.1 --- CLASS --- --- NAUI Nitrox Diver --- 95
Sat. 8 Catalina Express Avalon Underwater Park 175
Thu. 18 Redondo/Vets Taming Surf Entries 35
Wed. 23 Redondo/Vets * « « Squid Dive (night) ¢ ¢ ¢ FREE
Wed. Apr.5 ---CLASS --- --- Tables & Computers --- 35
Sat. 19 Catalina Express Avalon Underwater Park 175
Thu. 22 Redondo/Vets Beach Diving 35
Wed. 27 Redondo/Vets * » « Night Dive * « ¢ 35

son table as well as a virtual one so
choose your preference.)

Cost for the virtual version of the
event is the same as the Flying
Dutchman - $95. Virtual attendees
will get ten raffle tickets (since
you can’t buy more) and will also
be entered in the drawing for the
Yap grand prize. Plus, you’ll get a
Chamber Evening t-shirt mailed
to you (after the event) as part of
your package. And because we
want you to feel connected to
what’s happening at the Aquarium,
you’ll receive a private link to our
live-stream of the event. So you
can observe and enjoy from the
comfort of your own home.

Once again in 2023, we have both
in-person and virtual options for
both the Day and Eve events. All
the monies raised go to benefit our
Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber,
which in turn benefits our diving
community. For more information
about all of this, visit our website
at www.chamberday.org. You can
sign up there using our secure
server, or you can call Chamber
Day HQ at (310)652-4990.

Mark your calendar for Wednes-
day, May 3 and Chamber Day &
Eve 2023.

Ken Kurtis (Chairman, Chamber
Day/Eve 2023)

&

Karl Huggins (Director, USC Cat-
alina Hyperbaric Chamber)

REEF SEEKERS
OPTIONS

Since many of you no longer dive
SoCal waters, we don’t officially
sponsor a Ch-Day boat anymore
but would encourage any of you
who do the daytime event to lean
towards the Cee Ray.

But we usually are the #1 sponsor
ofthe Flying Dutchman, our mythi-
cal boat for the day, and we hope
we’ll have many of you signing up
for that. When you sign up, in
addition to listing your pirate name,
list “Reef Seekers” as you club/
shop affiliation. Last year we had
more people “dive” the Dutchman
than actually dove at Catalina. And
of the Dutchman crew, 20% were
Reef Seekers divers.

We’ll again have a Chamber
Evening table but please remem-
ber it only seats 10. So don’t get
left behind on that one. Chamber
Evening — aka “Scuba Prom” —is a
lot of fun and a great way to kick
off the summer diving season.

And if in-person still isn’t your
thing, Reef Seekers has a virtual
table too with PLENTY of room
for you and all of your friends.
Plus you’ll get a link to the live-
stream vide of the event.

Hope to see you participate in one
or more aspects of Chamber Day
as itbenefits the entire diving com-
munity.



WHALE SHARKS
ANYONE???

We are finalizing our plans to re-
turn to Isla Mujeres, a magical
island located a few miles north of
Cancun, and an area where liter-
ally hundreds of whale sharks
gather each summer for reasons
generally unknown. But since they

are actively feeding on the sur-
face, it makes them readily acces-
sible to anyone with a mask and
snorkel. (Diving on tanks is pro-
hibited in the whale shark area.)

This is a trip (August 19-26) that
combines a lot of different things:
reef diving, whale shark snorkel-
ing, cenotes diving, and even a
wreck dive. And while it sounds
like it’s a lot to pack into a week,
it’s actually a very relaxing sched-
ule because each day (except for
the cenotes day) starts around SAM
and ends around 3PM. Here’s the
general sked:

SATURDAY - Fly to Cancun and
go to Isla

SUNDAY - Cancun Underwater
Museum (2 dives)

MONDAY — Whale Sharks
TUESDAY - Cenotes (2 dives)

WEDNESDAY — Whale Sharks
THURSDAY — Wreck dive and a
reef dive (2 dives)

FRIDAY — Whale Sharks
SATURDAY - Fly home

I need to still nail things down
with the local diver operator we
book through so don’t have pric-
ing yet. But this is a very unique
and fun trip and what’s really nice
aboutitis thateach day is different
from the day that preceded it and
different from the day that will
follow.

We’ve got a great hotel where we
stay (condos on the beach actu-
ally), there are a lot of good restau-
rants, and a good time will be had
by all. If you’re not already on my
“interested” list, you should give.
Give us a call at 310/652-4990 so
we can keep you informed.

PICTURE PAGE - Chamber Days past

Virutal Ch-Day 2021
entire setup

Dining in the
Great Hall of AOP

(All pix by Ken Kurtis © 2023)
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2022 Grand Prize winner
T&C Aggressor trip

Oliver the Wonder Dog
as our content manager

This is how we keep
our Chamber funded



